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GRADUATE COUNCIL NEWS
It’s been an exciting and busy year for Phi Tau at Georgia Tech.  The reconstruction of our fraternity house is well underway and is on schedule to be finished in August.  The members are eager to leave dormitory life behind and return to the new house.
Last month, we had our first web-cast of a Graduate Council meeting.  Thanks to Tim Holman for providing the means of having the web-cast.  We hope to have all future meetings broadcasted; our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for the 14th of March.
The first season with Paul Johnson as head coach was successful and exciting.  He just concluded a successful recruiting season signing 21 scholarship players.  The ACC has just released the 2009 schedule that includes Tech hosting Clemson, Wake Forest, Virginia Tech, and Georgia.  Although homecoming has traditionally fallen at the end of October, Tech will be playing on the road the last two weekends of October.  The Alumni Association has
selected Virginia Tech for homecoming on the weekend of the 17th.  As always, arrangements for our alumni block seating will be made soon.  Homecoming will be the Grand Reopening of the new chapter house.  So, please make plans to attend what promises to be an exciting and memorable weekend.
Founders’ Day will be Saturday, March 28th.  A full day of activity is planned by the chapter to include golf, cook-out, and an evening out watching March Madness.  Details are presented in the “Chapter Report” in this issue.
In every issue of the “Alpha Rhover,” a picture from the past will be included to encourage comments and stories for inclusion into the “Alpha Rhover.”
CHAPTER ADVISOR’S REPORT

Bob Tobey
I’d like to thank all the alumni who donated money to the ’09 Spring Rush Campaign.  I’ll be forwarding a “how your money was spent” report within the next few weeks.  A total of $1725 was donated.  While spring rush does not have a lot of participation, it’s a wonderful opportunity for our Chapter to increase our rush efforts and increase our odds of success due to a lack of competition and effort by other fraternities on campus.  I’ll be discussing how to increase our success rate with the chapter both for next fall and next spring’s rush.

I would also like to thank all the alumni who donated money to help our undergraduates attend the Southeast Leadership Conference held in Tallahassee, FL in February.  A total of $1170 was donated which helped send eight Alpha Rho members.  They were able to attend many different seminars and discussion groups covering topics such as risk management, leading from a non executive position, increasing communication between the chapter and alumni, effective membership orientation programs, improving the standards board program, and several other roundtables.  In addition to the many seminars, our members were able to witness a model initiation.  There is a direct correlation between chapter improvement and attendance of a leadership conference.  I will be meeting with the eight attendees shortly to discuss how the ideas gathered at the conference will be implemented within the chapter and update everyone with an email report including a report on how your money was spent within the next few weeks.

The next project that we need to consider is sending more than the normal 2 members to the National Leadership Conference to be held in Oxford, OH from July 15-19.  This is an intense 5 day leadership camp that will pay huge dividends for the chapter.  I would like to get the Board of Governors involved in hand picking six to eight attendees.  Again, a good attendance will really help the chapter grow, prosper and increase our viability on the GT campus.  More later.

I try to attend every chapter meeting and would encourage your attendance if you are in the Atlanta area on Wednesdays.  With the house in renovation, it is best to contact Jack Howard, the chapter president at jhoward3@mail.gatech.edu for the location.  I am so very proud of these young men.  They are trying to do the right things to best represent you, Alpha Rho and Phi Kappa Tau.
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(Pictured left to right:  Bob Tobey, Chapter Advisor; Jason Abar, Co-Rush Chair; Bill Macak, Phi Kappa Tau National President; Robert Springer, Chaplain; Kairav Engineer, Associate Member; Kenneth Stewart ; Jack Howard, Chapter President; Royi Hagigi, Technology Chair.  Not pictured:  Michael Campbell and Justin Yin)
CHAPTER REPORT
The chapter is still going strong. We adopted some changes to our pledge program in the beginning of the semester that will make the program more in line with the National Fraternity’s design. All the new Executive Council positions have been successfully passed on to the new officers. Each new officer is talented and dedicated to their office and will serve the chapter very well.
We initiated 10 new brothers from last fall. All are talented additions to the fraternity. We also have two new associates this spring with hopes of having a large fall associate class when the new house is complete. They are both good guys, and I feel they will make equally good brothers. Our social calendar is full and well-defined. With trips to both the Clemson and Tennessee chapters of Phi Tau in the very near future, spirits are high. We just recently sent 8 men along with our chapter advisor Bob Tobey to attend our Southeastern Leadership Conference (SELC) in Tallahassee. SELC is an annual leadership conference where all the Southeastern Phi Tau chapters come together to do leadership workshops and plan for their chapter’s future. I hope we can recreate our good turnout at SELC by sending at least 5 brothers to this summer’s Leadership Academy in Oxford, OH. I also wanted to note that Bob Tobey’s dedication to fundraising for our chapter made it much easier for us to send such a large number of people to SELC. He is a great chapter advisor, and we are lucky to have him with us.
The general attitude of the chapter is optimistic towards the future. Even though we are scattered all over campus due to the construction on the Fraternity house, we are happy where we are heading. Our main goals for the upcoming year are to have a large fall rush as well as finish high in the rankings for Homecoming. We want it to seem like we never moved out of our house, and continued our domination in the Homecoming Wreck and Display events.  

Earlier this semester we had the first alumni-actives poker tournament in which the Bob Tobey and Ray "Bama" Neal took both first and second with our strong leader of a president coming in a close third.  Thank you to all of the alumni that came out we had a great time and hope that many more will come out for the next one. Our next scheduled event is planned for March the 28th. There are already a large number of people planning to come so if you have not seen your brothers in a long time this would be a great opportunity to see old friends. We have a golf outing set up for the morning/afternoon of the 28th and a dinner set up where we will all be 
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able to watch the March Madness. On that note we are also going to start a Phi Tau pool for the NCAA tournament. All alumni 
WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE PICTURE.  LET’S HEAR FROM YOU.
and actives will be invited to make a winning bracket, throw in 5 dollars and reap the benefits when your bracket wins it all. The top three brackets will get winnings. On top of that there have been groups of brothers going golfing or skeet shooting on the weekends and if any alumni are ever in town on the weekend then we would love it if you would join us.

In future editions of the Alpha Rhover, names of actives interested in obtaining a job, summer, co-op, or permanent, will be listed along with their experience and contact information.  Any help by our alumni at securing a position for those listed would be greatly appreciated.
Below is a list of those looking for a job.  Contact information will be provided in a later e-mail.
Brian Martin, BME

Darryl Dewart, AE

Anthony Strickland, IE

Jason Abar, MGT

Justin Yin, ChemE and BME

Carlos George, Civil Eng. 

John Forrest, ME

Bryan Berry, Comp. Media

Sean Teague, IE

Chris Vucich, INTA

Charles Kirby, CS and Liberal Arts

Brandon Borm, BS and MS, ME

Louis Mieszkowski, ME

Taylor Dacko, AE

Zachary Nuzzo, EE

Kenneth Stewart, EE and CS

Robert Allen, IE

Tyler Buffie, IE

